
© 2007 Lawrenceville Press

 What is the World Wide Web? 

 The World Wide Web is the total collection of Web pages that are 
stored on Web servers located all over the world. Schools, companies, 
and other organizations often have their own Web server. Web serv-
ers are also provided by Web hosting companies or Web hosts. Web 
authors post their Web sites to a Web server and the site becomes part 
of the World Wide Web. Posting is the process of copying Web site files 
to a Web server.

 Web sites contain pages with information on a wide variety of top-
ics. For example, the CNN page provides news about current events:

 A Web page has similar features to a page you might see in a printed 
book or magazine, such as formatted text and colorful pictures. A 
Web page’s purpose is the same as any printed material, which is to 
communicate with the reader. What makes a Web page so different 
from printed materials is that it can contain hyperlinks. A hyperlink 
or link is text or graphics on a Web page that can be clicked to display 
another portion of that same page or another Web page.

 A series of related Web pages that are connected by hyperlinks 
make up a Web site. The main page is designated as the home page and 
is the starting point of the Web site. The home page usually contains 
links to the rest of the pages of the Web site.
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