Conservation is the planned organization and preservation of natural resources: water, soil, wildlife, forests, and minerals. Conservation involves maintaining our environment to meet human needs, as well as insuring that proper consideration is given to recreation. People concerned with conservation seek to prevent the waste of natural resources and to maintain a high-quality environment for the future.
Some resources are being depleted at such a fast rate that the need to conserve them has become crucial. It is important that a continuous production and supply of natural resources exist. We all have to work together to stop environmental deterioration. We should support and enforce the laws that conservation groups promote.
Water is an essential natural resource. It is used to drink, cook, and wash. Communities use it to fight fires, and it is needed for recreational activities such as fishing and swimming. It is important that we help to protect forests and wetlands from destruction. They help enhance air and water quality and provide habitat for many plants and animals. Wetlands stabilize groundwater supply, and it is essential we keep our freshwater resources clean. Many continual water shortages exist because of overuse, water pollution, and ecosystem degradation. It is critical that we decrease wasteful practices like inefficient irrigation and pollution.
Another way to help conserve water is through effective management of natural watersheds, the areas drained by a body of water in to a region. We can help increase the storage and filtering capacity of watersheds by restoring natural vegetation to forests and fields. When all the trees in an area have been cut down or lawns have been uncovered, the watershed suffers. The water from rainfall flows over the surface instead of being absorbed by vegetation, leaves, branches, or grass. A mismanaged watershed can result in destructive floods and dry wells due to little or no water sinking into the underground reservoirs.
Conservation is everyone’s responsibility. We all need to work as a team to conserve earth’s natural resources for today and the future.
