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Domestic Dogs
Dogs have been friends and helpers of humans for many centuries. The scientific name of the domestic dog is Canis familiaris. They are found in homes serving as pets and in the fields serving as workers. Dogs are such a standard in life today that they even star in motion pictures. 
Dog Breeds
Throughout time many different breeds of dogs have developed. The American Kennel Club lists over 100 breeds of dogs classified into different groups. The different breeds of dogs come in different sizes, shapes, and colors. All breeds have a gestation period of nine weeks but the size of the litter can range from only two puppies to over ten puppies. The following lists contain some examples the different breeds of dogs.
Hounds
Sight Hounds
· Afghan Hound
· Greyhound
· Rhodesian Ridgeback
Scent Hounds
· American Foxhound
· Beagle
· Bloodhound
Sporting Dogs
Pointers
· German Short-haired Pointer
· Vizsla
· Wirehaired Pointing Griffon
Setters
· English Setter
· Gordon Setter
· Irish Setter
Retrievers
· Chesapeake Bay Retriever
· Golden Retriever
· Labrador Retriever
Herding Dogs
Collies
· Bearded Collie
· Border Collie
· Collie
Sheepdogs
· Belgian Sheepdog
· Old English Sheepdog
· Shetland Sheepdog
Conclusion
Whether a dog is a friend or a helper, proper care is important. A dog needs to have plenty of food, exercise, and affection. Training should start when the animal is a puppy. Also, routine veterinarian visits are essential to a happy and healthy dog.
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