Water is a chemical compound of hydrogen and oxygen elements with the chemical formula H20. It is the only substance that naturally occurs in all three states of matter: a solid (ice), liquid (water), and gas (water vapor). Water is the most common element on earth, and it is the major component of living matter. It covers 70% of the earth’s surface, and provides a home for a large number of marine organisms.

Some 97% of the earth’s water is in the oceans; 2% is in the form of snow or ice, and only 1% is available as fresh water for plants and animals. Pure water is colorless, odorless, and tasteless. It rarely occurs in nature and always contains a variety of dissolved substances.
The human body consists of approximately 65% water. The human loss of water can cause hallucinations or even death. A human cannot survive without water for more than five or six days in temperate climates, or for more than two or three days in hot climates.
The most important source of water is rain. Rain is collected directly in reservoirs or indirectly through a watershed system or well. Water is not evenly distributed across the world, and populations that are expanding are making greater demands on the supply of water. Involvement from humans can create shortages of water and increase pollutants in the water.

Destruction of forest, overgrazing, and poor agricultural practices can lead to drought.
