Canoeing on the Peace River

By Douglas Powers

One of the many waterways in Florida that offer wonderful outdoor recreation is the Peace River. Located in the southwestern part of the state, this meandering river offers a variety of terrain and views.

Our trip began in the early morning in the town of Arcadia, at one of several canoe outfitter companies. After paying for their services, we loaded up the outfitter’s bus with a cooler of food and water, extra clothes, and our sifter for fossil hunting. Fossil hunting is a popular pastime in this part of Florida. It is not uncommon to find prehistoric shark teeth and mammalian fossils on a trip down the river.

The outfitter drove our gear, a canoe, and us upriver for about ten miles. They then dropped us off at a landing site and we were off, down the sleepy river.

We lucked out and had wonderfully clear water that day. Looking over the edge, I could see lots of gar, a type of fish with pointy teeth. At various laces we could see blue crabs scurrying along the bottom. I wish I had brought a crab trap!

At a few places, the river was very low, and we got out and stood in the river and looked for fossils. It is a spectacular feeling to be standing in the middle of a river! I found three shark teeth and a prehistoric rib, and a few other pieces of fossils that belonged to some creature at one time. My friend found the many rocks around the river interesting, and found two fossil bones.

We stopped at one of the several picnic areas along the route and had a nice lunch. Other canoeists passed by as we ate. After they passed, it was quiet and peaceful again on the river, true to the river’s name.

We continued onwards, spotting a few of alligators, more gar and crabs, and a wild turkey female with two babies. Sighting the turkey was definitely a highlight!

Our day on the river ended in the late afternoon when we arrived at the riverside landing of our outfitter. Employees were there to greet us, help us take our gear out of the canoes, and take the canoes. We then loaded up our car and were off, both relaxed and exhilarated.

Tips for a One-Day Canoe Trip

· Take three gallons of water for every two people.

· Take a change of clothes in plastic bags. We didn’t capsize, but others did!

· Wear neoprene water boots or water sandals.

· Bring a hat and sunscreen and remember to use the sunscreen.

· Pack bug repellent, lip balm, and a small first aid kit.

· Sage’s Outdoor Supplies carries backpacks, binoculars, and hats that can help make your canoe trip fun!
